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PREFACE. 


T is become an univerſal Complaint, that the 
Accounts of OxFoRD, hitherto publiſhed, are 
full of Miſtakes, and Miſrepreſentations.— - 
ANTHONY Woop was an Antiquarian and an 
Old Woman: Mr. SALMON, Author of the 
Preſent State of the Univerſities, is a Cambridge- 
Man: and that the Reverend Mr. PoiNTER, 
Rector of Slapton in Northamptonſhire, was but 
little acquainted ' with our Academical Annals, is 
evident from his ſuppoſing the MALLARD of 
All-Souls College to be a Goose. 


The judicious and ingemous Author of the Pocket 
Companion for Oxford, has, in ſome meaſure 
done Fuſtice to this entertaining Subject but perhaps 
he has copied ſome of his Predeceſſors too cloſely : 
On which Account, we are inclined to prefer the 
OxForD Gu1DE, as a more comprehenſive and 

original 


theſe Authors, like the ret, out of Neglect or - 
norance, have omitted, among other Curioſities, ſeveral 
important Particulars, equally calculated to engage 
the Notice, and intereſt the Attention of Strangers. 


ö To recti theſe Miſtakes, but more particularly 

| to ſupply theſe Omiſſions, is the Deſign of the 
following Work. And we can venture to affirm, 
that the Book we now offer, when bound up with 
the Oxford Guide, will exhibit a more complete 
Survey of OXFORD than any yet extant. — 

| In a Word, that uſeful Performance, improved 

; with the Acceſſion of this neceſſary SUPPLEMENT, 

| will give all the Satisfaftion which an agreeable \ 
Subject can afford, or an inquiſitive Curioſity can 
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ſeem to have miſtaken the etymology 

of Bellefitum, the reputed Roman name 

of the City of Oxford, The Reverend Mr. 
Painter, in his manuſcript notes on Riſhanger, 
who flouriſhed in the reign of Henry the Third, 
writes this word Buls/itum, and derives it from 
the Greek Bouan, i. e. The City of Wiſdom. 
This derivation I cannot entirely approve ; but 
muſt own, that it has ſuggeſted a manner of 
B ſpelling 


A NTIQUARIANS, in general, 


66) 

ſpelling the word, which, I take to be right, 
viz. Bulloſitum. Mr. Hearne informs us, 
and indeed the common name Oxford implies 
the ſame, that a part of the river I/ near 
© the town was the moſt confiderable Ford 
« in England for the paſſage of Oxen.” And 
why not likewiſe for Bulls? —I readily agree 
with that judicious author, that Oxford is never 
written Ouſeford, or 1ſeford, in the Saxon annals, 
or in William of Newburgh ; and that the ad- 
jacent pariſh of Binſey, where the principal ford 
| is ſuppoſed to have been, ought to be called, 
| according to it's ancient Latin name, Buſneia, 
Busnxy, from the Greek Bes, an Ox. But it 
| ſhould be remembered, that there are many 
j kindred appellations in and about Oxford, which 
conduce to illuſtrate and confirm my hypotheſis. 
| Need I mention Bullington Hundred, in which 
| Oxford is ſituated, Bullock's Lane, and Bull- 
flock Bridge? Are not our frequent Bull . 
baitings in Oxford ſtanding memorials of this 
original Denomination? The ſame Antiquarian, 
in his learned preface to“ Robert of Glouceſter, 
has certainly given a wrong interpretation of the 
origin of a cuſtom till ſubſiſting at Oxford, 
which plainly regards the point in queſtion. His 
words are theſe. ** Tis no wonder that in the 
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4 jollities of the firſt of May, formerly the cuſ- 


c tom of blowing with, and drinking in, horns, 
&« ſo much prevailed: which, tho' it be now 
4 generally diſuſed, yet the cuſtom of blowing 
ce them prevails at that ſeaſon, even to this day, 
ce at Oxford; to remind the people of that part 
c of the year, which ought to create mirth and 


„ gaiety; ſuch as is ſketched out in ſome old 


cc books of offices, ſuch as the Primer of Sa- 
ce liſbury, &c.” I leave it to the reader to 
draw the proper inference from this paſſage; and 
ſhall add, that I do not mean, by what I have 


advanced, to exclude Mr. Hearne's hypotheſis. 


Why may we not ſuppoſe, by way of reconci- 
ling both opinions, that the Ford was common 
to horned cattle in general ? Nay that even Cows 
had more concern in this caſe than is commonly 
ſuppoſed, ſeems very probable from the name of 
the neighbouring village, Cowley. 


Having thrown new light on a circumſtance 
which has occaſioned ſo much diſpute, the 
diſcuſſion of which was a proper introduction to 
the enſuing hiſtory, I now proceed to a parti» 
cular deſcription. 


It is well known, that before Colleges were 
eſtabliſhed, the Students were lodged in private 
houſes: at length places were ſet apart for 

B 2 their 
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their reception, under the appellation of Heſ- 
pitia, or Heſtels; in other words Inns, or Tip- 
ling Houſes ; or, as our colleges are at preſent, 
Places of Entertainment. Many of theſe till 
ſubſiſt, and retain their original occupation. 
Modern writers, indeed, mention no more than 
Twenty Colleges, and Five Halls, in this ex- 
tenſive Seat of Learning : But from a diligent 
enquiry, I have diſcovered no leſs than 


TWELVE HALLS, 


Never yet enumerated or deſcribed ; namely, 


Tir-ur HALL, Fox HALI, | 
Cray Har, FeATHER HALL, ? 
CARBBAGE HALL, KETTLE HALL, ( 


STume HALL, 
LEMON HALL, 


WESTMINSTER 


CATERPILLAR 1 | wes HALL, 
HALI, 


Laſtly, to theſe we muſt add, 


Dr A L . 


Which has been long in eſteem as a noted 
Seminary; and has lately been re-founded by 
the Name of Diamonp HALL. 


With theſe Harrs we muſt mention a 
Thirteenth, formely diſtinguiſhed by the name 
of REDcock HALL: This Houſe has been 

for 


for 
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for ſome years unhappily alienated from the 
purpoſes of Literature, and is at preſent inha» 
bited by two widow gentlewomen. | 


The notion is equally erroneous with regard 
to the number of our LIBRARIES. Beſides 
thoſe of Radcliſfe, Bodley, and the private col - 
leges, there have of late years been many 
Libraries founded in our Coffee-Houſes, for the 


benefit of ſuch of the Academics as have neg» 
{ lected, or loſt, their Latin and Greek. In theſe 
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uſeful Repoſitories, Grotun- Gentlemen are accom- 
modated with the Cyclopedia, in the moſt expe- 
ditious and eaſy manner. — The MAGAZINES 
afford Hiſtory, Divinity, Philoſophy, Mathe- 
matics, Geography, Aſtronomy, Biography, 
Arts, Sciences, and Poetry. — The REVIEWS, 
form the complete Critic, without conſulting 
the dry rules of Ariſtotle, Quintilian, and Boſſu; 
and enable the Student to paſs his judgment on 
volumes which he never read, after the moſt 
compendious method, — NovELs ſupply the 
place of experience, and give lectures of In- 
trigue and Gallantry, — Occasronar Poems 
diffuſe the itch of rhyming, and happily tempt 


many a young fellow to forſake Logic, turn ſmart, 
and commence Author, either in the Paſtoral, 


Lyric, or Elegiac way, — POLITICAL PAM- 
 PHLETS teach the inexpediency of Continental 


Connections; 
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Connections; that for the puniſhment of French 
Perfidy, we ſhould wage perpetual war with 
that nation ; and that our Conqueſts in America 
will raiſe the jealouſy of all Europe. 


As there are here Books ſuited to every Taſte, 


ſo there are Liquors adapted to every ſpecies of 


reading. Amorous Tales may be peruſed over 
Arrack Punch and Fellies; Inſipid Odes, over 


Orgeat or Capilaire; Politics, over Coffee ; Divi- 
nity, over Port; and Defences of bad Generals, 


and bad Miniſters, over Mpipt Syllabubs. In a 
word, in theſe Libraries Inſtruction and Plea- 
ſure go hand in hand; and we may pronounce, 
in a literal ſenſe, that Learning remains no 
longer a dry purſuit. 


The moſt ancient and conſiderable of theſe, 
is that in New-College-Lane, founded by the 
memorable Mr. Fohnſon. He was accordingly 
conſtituted the firſt Librarian, and upon his re- 
tiring to the Ie of Migbt, for the private pur- 
ſvit of his Studies, was ſucceeded by Librarian 


Hadley, who, though now removed, ſtill ac- 


commodates Students on their way to London : 
and a female Librarian at preſent fills this im- 
portant department with applauſe. 


With regard to the Manuſcripts of theſe 
Libraries, they are oblong folios, bound in 
parchment, 
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barchment, lettered on the plan of Mr. Laces 
Common Place Book; are written by, and kept 
under the ſole care of the Librarian. Theſe 
Manuſcripts, which in? proceſs of time amount 
to many volumes, are carefully preſerved in the 
Archives of each reſpective Library. 


That the reader may not be ſurprized at 
our mentioning a female Librarian in Oxford, 
(which indeed would be leſs extraordinary if 


Fellows of Colleges were allowed to marry) it 


muſt be remarked, that the other Libraries, 
eſtabliſhed on this plan, viz. Fames's, Tom's, 


John's, &c. are alſo conducted by Females; 
| who, though properly the Sub-Librarians, have 


ſurped the right of their Huſbands in the exe- 
cution of this office. 


The ScnooLs of this Univerſity are alſo 
more numerous .than is commonly ſuppoſed 
among which we muſt reckon three ſpacious 
and ſuperb Edifices, fituated to the ſouthward. 
of the High-Street, 100 feet long, by 3o in 
breadth, vulgarly called Tennis Courts, where 
Exerciſe is regularly performed both morning 
and afternoon. Add to theſe, certain Schools, 
familiarly denominated Billiard Tables, where 
the Laws of Motion are exemplified, and which 


may be conſidered as a neceſlary ſupplement to 
our 


( 12 ) 
our Courſes of Experimental Philoſophy. Nor 
muſt we omit the many Nine-pin and Shkitthe 
Alleys, open and dry, for the inſtruftion of 
Scholars in Geometrical Knowledge, and par- 
ticularly, for proving the centripetal principle. 


Other Schools, and places of Academical 
Diſcipline, not generally known as ſuch, may 
be mentioned. The Peripatetics execute 
the Courſes proper to their Syſtem upon 
the Parade. NAVIGATION is learnt onk 
the J/s; GUNNERY on the adjacent Hills 
HoRSEMANSHIP on Port-Meadow, Bullingtony + 
Green, the Henley, Wycombe, Woudftack, Abingdon. 5 
and Banbury Roads. The Axis in Peritrachich © 
is admirably illuſtrated by a Scheme in a Phaeton,. 
The Doctrine of the SCREW is prafticall 
explained moſt evenings in the private Rooms, 
together with the Motion of Fluids. 1 


An inquiſitive obſerver muſt likewiſe hav 
remarked many Public Edifices, and other Curif 
oſities, too frequently, but unjuſtly, neglectec 
and overlooked, which ornament our ftreets 
The firſt I ſhall take notice of, is, that formi 
dable cruciform Structure of Wood, in the Corn 
Marſhet; having three rotund apertures on tht 
vertical, or traverſe, Head - Board. It i 


furprizing that this Edifice ſhould have ſo lon 
; eſcape 
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This Structure formerly fed on the k 
South Side of Carfax Conduit ; from 
whence it was removed to the City- 
Hill, as a more convenient Situation, 
in the MAYoRALTY of 


THOMAS MUNDAY, Eſq; 
Anno M.Dcc.xL1x. | 


( 15 ) | 
eſcaped obſervation in a Place of Literature : 
An Edifice, with which the Learned, and parti- 
cularly the Poets, according to Mr. Pope, have 
been often cloſely connected. 


Nearly contiguous to this Edifice, ſtands 
another leſs elevated Pile, conſtructed of the 
ſame materials, but better calculated for Society; 
though inſtituted upon the Principles of 
Sobriety. In both of theſe reſpectively, as the 
Statute in that caſe directs, Offenders manibus 
pedibuſque plectuntur. But we refer the reader 
to the Prints annexed, which are delineated 
with the utmoſt accury. 


In this neighbourhood, adjoining to the 
Eaſt End of Carfax Church, are to be found 
the imperfect Traces of a Place properly de- 
dicated to the Mus Es, and deſcribed in our 
Statutes, by the familiar but forbidding deno- 
mination of PENNYLEss-BENCH. Hiſtory 
and Tradition, report, that many eminent 
[= Poets have been Benchers here. To this Seat 
of the Muſes, we are moſt probably indebted 
for that celebrated Poem, the Splendid Shilling 


of Phillips: And that the Author of the. 


PAN EOYRIC on Oxford Ale, was no Stranger 
E to this inſpiring Bench, may be concluded from 
| C 2 theſe 
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C 
theſe Verſes, where he addreſſes the God, or 
Goddeſs, of TICKINS q, | 


“Beneath thy ſhelter Penayleſ I quaff 
« The cheering Cup.” — 


We wiſh ſome future Genius may ariſe, to 
lament the change which Modern Barbariſm has 
produced in this valuable Antiquity. — Nothing 
which formerly belonged to it now remains, 
except two ferocious Warriors, clad in Coats 
of Mail, originally placed above, to admoniſh 
the Loiterers, by their ſignificant ſtrokes at juſt 
intervals, of the rapid flight of Time; as is 
repreſented in the annexed Cut. 


The original Pavement of the Claſſic Ground 
beneath, has not indeed been deſtroyed; but 
the Seat itſelf has been rudely torn away, and 
the Hoſpitable Covering which formerly pro- 
tected the Sons of Contemplative Indigence, 
is at preſent abridged to an uſeleſs ſcanty Border, 
which looks like an Apolegy for the Devaſtation 
committed upon the former venerable Canopy. 


At no very great diſtance, in the High-ſtreet, 
we find an antique COLUMN of a tetragonal 
conſtruction, oppoſite to a venerable Gothic 

Building, 
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Building, called the Black Pot Houſe. This 
Column, at preſent ſupplies the neighbouring 
inhabitants with Water, by means of an Engine 
artfully incloſed in the midſt of it; and as it 
ſtill retains on it's top, two diſtinct Heads or 
Buſtos, has acquired the vulgar appellation of 
the Two-faced Pump. — Various have been the 
Conjectures of the Learned concerning this in- 
eſtimable Piece of Antiquity. The late induſ- 
trious and indefatigable Dr. Rawlinſon affirms 
it to have been a complete and genuine Roman 
PrIAPUs, but ſuſpects that the Members have 
been impaired vitio Temporis. Others imagine 
that the double Front indicates a Statue of 
_ But the moſt reaſonable Hypotheſis 
" to be that of the truly ingenious Author 


of the MALLARD, who has diſcovered, that 
this Column is a juſt Matrimonial Emblem; 
as it plainly exhibits the Faces of a Man and 
Woman, but of a very four Aſpect, and reverted 
from each other. This Hieroglyphic, he con- 
ceives is coeval with the Univerſity ; and juſtly 
ſuppoſes, that it was here erected in the moſt 
public part of the Place, as a monitory Memento 
to the Gownſmen, recommending Celibacy, and 
a monaſtic Life, 


Beſides 
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Beſides theſe curious particulars, obſervable * 
in the Principal Streets, there are many others 
in the remote parts of the Town, which equally 


deſerve illuſtration, — Science diffuſes it's 
benign influence over the Suburbs of Oxford; in 


which ſtands a famous College, founded as early 
as the Conqueſt, where WisDom may be truly 
faid to prefide, The Students of this Houſe are 

always reſident, and are lectured in ExhHics a- 
lone, on the ſubjects of Temperance, Humility, | 


Patience, and other Virtues proper to Students 


of this Claſs. — Before the College-Gates, is | 
the Place, where the firſt Proceſs is performed 
on Bodies intended for the Anatomical Lectures. 


Weſtward of this College is the Dentrific | 
Elaboratory of the celebrated Profeſſor WE BB. 


The Portico is decorated with a fymbolical © 


Painting, and an explanatory Inſcription. This 
diſtinguiſhed Dentiſt, and Dentologi/?, co-operates | 
with his Brother Profeſſors, in the arduous and 
important Buſineſs, according to Mr. Paul 


Fullian's phraſe, of Rectiſying Deficient Heads. 


In this Quarter of the Town, the Curious 
are likewiſe invited to viſit an antique Pothouſe, 
known by the Hiſtorical Sign of /Yhittington 


and his Cat, Here that laborious Antiquarian, 
Mr. 


(a 


Mr. Thomas Hearn, one evening, ſuffered him- 


ſelf to be overtaken in Liquor. But it ſhould 


be remembered, that this Accident was more . 


owing to his Love of Antiquity than of Ale. 
It happened that the Kitchen where He and 
his Companion were ſitting, was neatly paved 
with Sheep's Trotters, diſpoſed in various 
Compartments. After one Pipe, Mr. Hearne, 
conſiſtently with his uſual Gravity and Sobriety, 
propoſed to depart; but his Friend, who was 
inclined to enjoy more of his Company, art- 
fully obſerved, that the Floor on which they 
were then, ſitting, was no leſs than an original 
teſſellated Roman Pavement, Out of reſpect to 
Claſſic Ground, and on recollection that the 
Stunsfield Roman Pavement, on which he had juſt 
publiſhed a Diſſertation, was dedicated to Bacchus, 
our Antiquary chearfully complied : an enthu- 
fiaſtic Tranſport ſeized his Imagination; he fell 
on his knees, and kiſſed the ſacred earth, on 


which, in a few hours, and after a few tan- 


kards, by a ſort of Sympathetic Attraction, he 
was obliged to repoſe for ſome part of the 
evening. His Friend was probably in the ſame 
condition : but two Printers accidentally coming 
in, cofiducted Mr. Hearn, be:wixt them, to 
Edmund Hall, with much fate and ſolemnity. 
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As an Appendage to'a Pariſh Church in 
the Northern Suburb, we find a ſmall, but com- 
modious Structure, dedicated to Hymen, whoſe 
Votaries are here kindly introduced to the 
Myſteries of that Deity, and receive their firſt 
Paſſport. The Officer to whom the care of 
this — Edifice is committed, is an inhabi- 
tant of the Neighbourhood, and, by the force 
of an happy Invention, has emblematically de- 


corated the Entrance of his Houſe with a Pair 
F Fetters. 


Having now ſpecified various Curioſities, 
entirely omitted by former Writers on this Sub- 
ject, I ſhall proceed to rectify their Miſtakes 
and Miſrepreſentations, as well as ſupply their 
other Deficiencies. 


We are told in that agreeable little Hiſtory, 
the Pocket Companion for Oxford, that William 
« Fitz Alan, Earl of Arundel, left large Bene- 
&« factions to the Society of Magdalen College, 
eon condition of their celebrating daily Maſſes 
for his Soul;” and the Writer juſtly adds, 
that © theſe Maſſes have been diſuſed ſince the 
Reformation This fly ſuggeſtion has, at 
firſt ſight, the appearance of charging the Fel- 
lows of this College, in particular, with open 
Ingratitude to their Benefactor: Whereas he 
might have obſerved, with equal truth, that the 


very 
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very ſame ungrateful neglect with regard to 


Maſjes for the Dead is, without the leaſt ſcruple 
permitted at New College, All Souls, Trinity, 
Corpus, and other Colleges founded in the 


Times of P opery. 
The ſame Author ſeems miſtaken in his 


account of Chriſi Church, where he inſinuates, 
that the Cathedral is turned into a Chapel. * In 


a Place of Religious Education this indeed is 


ſomewhat alarming ; however, if the Fact be 
true, it is well the Transformation is no worſe,— 
In Oliver's Time Churches ſuffered a ſtill more 
extraordinary change, and were converted to 
the vileſt Purpoſes. —— May thoſe who wiſh 
well to the Univerſity rather live to ſee all our 
Chapels turned into Churches / 


However, while we are ſpeaking of Churches, 
we muſt do this Author the juſtice to declare, 
that his account of St. Mary's Church is not 
leſs accurate than entertaining. Among other 
particulars he acquaints his Reader, that an 
Archdeacon of Berks gave an Organ to this 


Church, © to be played upon in the ſame.” 


The Hiſtory and Antiquity of Mulbery Trees 
is a ſubject on which the ſame Writer has em- 


* « The Cathedral Church ſerves as a Chapel to the College. p. 90, 
D 2 ployed 
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ployed much labour. He ſurprizes us with a 
moſt unparalleled Anecdote of the Mulberry 
Tree at New College; which, after being“ dia- 
c metrically ſawn aſunder at both ends, put 
& forth luxuriant branches.” This miraculous 
article of Natural Knowledge led us to examine 
the Age and Preſent State of thoſe which he 
mentions at Lincoln College. „They were 
& planted, ſays he, at, the expence of Dr. Fitz- 
s herbert Adams, Rector of the College, A. D. 
« 1686; they are remarkably large, and are 
* faid to bear excellent fruit.” On viſiting theſe 
venerable Vegetables, within theſe two years, 


inſtead of this flouriſhing condition, I found one 
of them a naked Trunk, without Branches.— p⸗ 
Nor has he done complete juſtice to the Lincoln m 
Devil; for he ſuggeſts that this groteſque figure of 
may be moſt commodiouſly ſeen from a ſpot E. 
near the ſaid Mulberry Trees: But from an at- an 
tentive Survey, I have diſcovered, that the true va 
Point of Sight, for contemplating to advantage, to 
the tremendous aſpect, and threatening attitude P, 
of this expreflive Hieroglyphic, is from the the 
ſouth eaſt Angle of 7e/us College. 4 
24 am 
Having mentioned Jeſus College, it is our im 
Duty to remark, that a proper attention has Wa 
not yet been paid to the magnificent Preſent wh 

of 


( 25 ) 
of the late Sir Wathins William Wyme, Bart. 
The Punch-Bow! given by that Gentleman ta 
the College, contains Ten Gallons ; and this 


Piece of Plate has, it is true, been often de- 


ſcribed: but the Ladle, its Companion, which 
holds a full W/inchefter Half Pint, has been 
always unjuſtly, for what Reaſon we know not, 
overlooked ; though it is an eſtabliſhed cuſtom, 
when Strangers viſit the Burſary, where this 
Bowl is kept, to fill the Ladle alone to the 
Memory of the worthy Donor. 


Mr. Hearne, already mentioned. with Honour 
in this Work, could never be prevailed on to 
paſs through the Turi, after the unfortunate de- 
molition of that venerable Arch, the Remains 
of a Poſtern- Gate, which formerly ſtood at its 
Entrance: I, though a profeſſed Antiquarian, 
am not fo ſcrupulous ; but ſhall readily take ad- 
vantage of the ſhorteſt Way, from Fefus College 
to Trinity. — Here the accurate Author of the 
Packet Companion informs us, that the Roof of 
the Chapel is ornamented with a “ curious 
Deceptio Vistis, or Deception of the Sight.” I 
am apt to conjecture, that this Error is not to be 
imputed to the Author, but that the Information 
was communicated by ſome Trinity- Gentleman; 
which, it muſt be owned, was ungenerous. 
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In his entertaining Deſcription of the Gardens 
of the ſame College, this Topographer ſeems 


_ perplexed in accounting for the Exiſtence of 


a large Toad, found alive in ſawing aſunder a 
maſly Block of Stone, at the Time of building 
the Piers of the Gate. His Words are, „ This 
„ Toad, for aught we know, might have been 
e here ever ſince the Deluge. But this is a 
Point to be diſcuſſed by Naturaliſts, to whom 
] leave it.” —As the Elucidation of a Circum- 
ſtance of ſuch Public Utility muſt be of the ut- 
moſt Conſequence, I take this Opportunity of 
appriſing that Author, before his next Edition, 
that the Britiſh Muſeum contains a valuable 
MS. of Dr. Plott, in which among other 
Subjects, equally intereſting, is to be found a 
maſterly Diſſertation on the Longevity of 
Antediluvian Toads. * 


* This MS, has many Drawings of Stones in an unuſual 
Shape : And there is a whole Chapter on Stones of that Claſs, 
of which an extraordinary one is deſcribed, in his Natural 
Hiſtory of Oxfordſhire, viz.— © The Didymoides found in the 
© Quarries of Rubble-ſtone, near Shotover Hill, having upon it 
cc both the Rugoſity and Suture of the Scrotum : ---- Of which, 


ec out of Modeſty, I have given no Sculpture. 


Edit. 1705 pag. 132. ch. v. F. 155, 


It 
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It is vulgarly ſuppoſed, that the cuſtom of 


uſhering in the Boar's Head, at Queen's College, 


with an antient Monkiſh Ballad, aroſe from a 


memorable atchievement of a Taberdar of that 
Houſe ; who is ſaid to have killed a Wild Boar 


in the foreſt of Shotover, by ramming Arifletle's 


Syſtem of Logic down the Throat of the Mon- 


ſter. But the Song was, in ancient Times, a. 


Chriſtmas Carol all over the Kingdom ; and I 
ſhall take this opportunity of inſerting here an 
original and correct Copy of it, from Mr. 
Hearn's Notes and Spicilege on William of New- 
burg, together with his introductory Remarks. 


«© Reynard the Fox was one of the firſt things 
& printed in England, being done by the famous 
« William Caxton in the year 1481. It was 
an admirable thing; and the Deſign being 
e political, and to repreſent a wiſe Government, 
&« was equally good: So little reaſon is there to 
& look upon this as a poor deſpicable book. 
Nor is there mote reaſon to eſteem The merry 
& Tales of the Mad Men of Gotham, (which was 
% much valued and cried up in Henry the 
6 Eighth's time, tho' now ſold at Ballad Singers 
„ Stalls, the Author whereof was Dr. Andrew 
Borde) as altogether a Romance; a certain 
e ſkilful Perſon having told me more than once, 
“that he was aſſured by one of Gotham, that 
« they 
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« they formerly held Lands there by ſuch Sports 
cc and Cuſtoms as are touched upon in this book: 
cc for which reaſon T think particular Notice 


„ ſhould have been taken of it in Blount's Te- 


4c nures, as I do not doubt but there would, had 


that otherwiſe curious Author been appriſed 


« of the matter. But 'tis ſtrange to ſee the 
„Changes that have been made in the Book of 
« Reynard the Fox, from the original Edition, 
I ſhall not give other Inſtances of Alterations 
«© in Old Engliſh Pieces, only I will beg leave 
< here to give an exact Copy of the Chriſtmas 
«- Carol upon the Boar's Head (which is an 
& ancient Diſh, and was brought up by King 
« Henry I. with Trumpets before his Son, 
& when his ſaid Son was crowned) as J have it 
& in an Old Fragment (for I uſually preſerve 
« even Fragments of Old Books) of the Chriſt- 
& mas Carols printed by Wynkin de Worde, 
„ (who, as well as Richard Pynſon, was ſer- 
c yant to William Caxton) by which it will 


c be perceived, how much the ſame Carol is 


« altered, as it is ſung in ſome places even now, 
& from what it was at firſt, It is the laſt thing, 
de it ſeems, of the book, which I never yer ſaw 
cc entire; and at the ſame time I think it proper 
&« alfo to add the Printer's Concluſion, for this 


„ Reaſon at leaſt, that ſuch as write about our 


« firſt 


( 29 ) 
&« firſt Printers, may have ſome Notice of the 
“ Date of this Book, and the exact place 
& where printed, provided they cannot be able 
c to meet with it, as I believe they will find it 
cc pretty difficult to do, it being much laid aſide 
& about the time, that ſome of David's Pſalms * 


C came to be uſed in it's ſtead.” 


C A Carol! bringyng in the Bores Head, 


« Caput Apri + differo, 
% Reddens 1 Laudens domino. 
« The Bores Heed in hande bring I 
« With Garlands gay and Roſemary, 
« I pray you all ſing merely 
« Qui eſtis in convivio. 

« q The Bores Heed I underſtande 
« Is the F thefe Servyce in this Lande 
« Loke where ever it be fande 

«« Servite cum Cantico. 


c Certaine of Davids Pſalmes intended for Chriſtmaſs 
« Carolls fitted to the moſt common but ſolemne tunes, 
cc every where familiarly uſed ; By William Slayter, &c. 1630, 
+ © Sic, pro defero. 

1 © Sic, pre laudes, 

& © Sic, pro chefe,”-------- Hearn's Not. et Spicileg, ad 
Gulielm. Neubrig, Vol, Tert. pag. 743. et ſeq, 


E ce q Be 


©, 
«« © Be gladde Lordes both more and laſſe 
« For this hath ordeyned our Stewarde 


« To chere you all this Chriſtmaſſe 
« The Bores Heed with Muſtarde. 


. 


« Thus endeth the Chriſtmas Carolles newly em- 
« printed at London in the Flete Strete at the Syne 
« of the Sonne by Wynkyn de Worde. The yere 
* of our Lorde M. D. xxi.“ 


To this choice Carol the ſame Remark 


may be literally applied which Mr. Hearn has 


given us concerning an old Almanack, printed 


in the Year 1520, and preſerved in 76ſus College 
Library. © It is rude, and very little is to be 


gathered from it: YET TIS A CURIOSITY”.* 


Whilſt we are fo near the Pariſh Church 
of St. Peter in the Eaſt, which is allowed to be 
the moſt ancient Eccleſiaſtical Structure in Eng- 
land, we cannot help complimenting the ſaga- 


cious Compiler of the Pocket Companion, for a 


genuine Diſcovery relating to this Pariſh, omit- 


ted by all other Writers :—< This Pariſh, ſays 


„he, has more to boaſt of than any one in 
“ Europe beſides; for it contains, two 
“% Peals of ten Bells, and one of Six; and three 


— 


* Hearn, Ibid, pag. 750, 
„Organs: 


1 
% Organs: Two of which belong to Chapels, 
« where Cathedral Service is performed twice 
C a Day, and the other to the Mother Church.“ 
— It has been inſinuated, to the Prejudice of 

this Writer, that the circumſtance of the Bells 

was inſerted by deſire of that induſtrious Anti- 

quarian, the late Browne Millis, Eſq; who it 

is well known had a Paſſion for Bells, and had 
accordingly collected complete Catalogues of , 
all the Peals throughout the Kingdom : But 
I have the Authority of this ingenious Writer, 

to aſſure the Public, that Dr. Willis never made 

any ſuch Application, and that this curious 

Hint was entirely the Reſult of his own 
Diſcernment and Obſervation. 


The ſame delightful Companion of the Packet 
for Oxford, in his Deſcription of the Magdalen 
Hieroglyphics, has omitted many curious pieces 
of Hieroglyphical Imagery which adorn the 
Outſide of the College, towards the Phyſic- 
Garden. Whether theſe Sculptures, like thoſe 
within, comprehend “ an exact Syſtem of Mo- 
„ rals,” has not yet been determined by the | 
Oedipus Magdalenenſis. The moſt —_— of Mi 
them ſeems to be a Figure near the Tower, | 
which I take to be a Caricature of the Laughing 
Philoſopher Democritus. Laughter is viſibly and 1 

E 2 ſtrongly 
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ſtrongly expreſſed by the Mouth, and as Milton 
ſpeaks, he is holding both his Sides. It muſt be 
conſeſſed, that the Spout between the Legs is 
ſomewhat fantaſtically placed; and, indeed, 
there are ſome other groteſque Circumſtances, 
which, I ſuppoſe were introduced to conceal the 
Character, and give the Figure a myſterious Air, 
but which may yet imply ſome latent meaning, 
not obvious to the common Obſerver. This 
Repreſentation of a laughing Philoſopher ſeems to 
be properly and ſignificantly ſituated at the 
Entrance into the Town, to admoniſh Strangers, 
and particularly the Voung Student, that Science 
is not inconſiſtent with Good - Humour, and 
that Scholars are a merrier Sett of People than 

the World is apt to imagine. * | 


* In a Work which profeſſes to ſupply the Defects of pre- 
ceding Writers, it may juſtly ſeem matter of ſurpriſe, that I 
ſhould have neglected to deſcribe and explain at large, the nu- 
merous Hieroglyphics, which ornament not only this, but the 
reſt of our moſt antient and conſiderable Colleges. It is, indeed, 
not leſs ſurpriſing, that ſuch a Diſquiſition ſhould ſo long have 
remained a Deſideratum in Antiquarian Literature; and that 
Anthony a Word himſelf, with all his Induſtry and Curioſity, 
ſhould have ſaid nothing more on this very material article, than, 
that © One Oedipus is not ſufficient for the Magdalen Hierogly- 
ec phics alone,” [Hiſt, & Antiq. Univ, Oxon. L. ii. p. 211.] 
I hope the candid Reader will excuſe the Omiſſion in this place, 

as 
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I cannot take leave of the abovementioned 
Author's Account of our Colleges, without 
lamenting a very important Omiſſion which he 
has injudiciouſly made, in a late Edition of his 
excellent Performance. It is in his Deſcription 
of one of our largeſt Colleges; where he for- 
merly took notice of a certain ſpacious Struc- 
ture, which, to uſe his own Phraſeology, © is 
cc /arge enough to accommodate the whole Society 
& at an inſtant.“ A ſingular and very ſtriking. 
image is here conveyed to the Imagination ; of 
which, however, we hope, Mr. Hogarth will 
not be ſo diſingenuous, as to take advantage. 


When I firſt planned this Work, nothing 
more was intended than a Supplementary 
Detail of thoſe Particulars which had been 


as I am preparing for the Preſs a Work, entitled, Ozpi1evs 
OxoN1ENns1s, or a Complete Syſtem of Oxford Hieroglyphics: 
by which it will be demonſtrated, that our Spouts, Battlements, 
Parapets, Buttrefſes, Arches, Window-Frames, &c, are preg- 
nant with enigmatical Knowledge, and that the Stone Walls 
of Oxford afford a comprehenſive Courſe of Science,------The 
diſtorted Features, extravagant Combinations, and human Mon- 
ters, which at preſent only ſerve to perplex or amuſe the 
gazing Stranger, will, when thus ſeverally diveſted of their 
typical Obſcurity, appear to be the Work of ancient Genius 
and Wiſdom, and be reſolved into moſt agreeable Leſſons of 
raticnal Inſtruction. 


omitted 


9 


omitted, or miſrepreſented by other Writers 
who have profeſſed to deſcribe Oxford. But as 
it is become cuſtomary to ſubjoin a Deſcrip- 
tion of the Neighbouring Seats, I find it neceſ- 
ſary to comply with the Faſhion, and alſo to 
correct the Miſtakes, and ſupply the Deficiencies 
of ng, in this Particular. 


About a mile north-weſt of this City, ſtands 
the Seat of Mr. Potter, called ME DLE V/ 
HousE, delightfully ſituated on the Banks of 
the 7/is. It is elegantly built of hewn ſtone, 
having two beautiful Wings, with commodious 
Offices. The Front, beſides the River, and a 
Walk ſhaded with Horſe-Cheſnuts, commands 
an extenſive Proſpect over Port-A7eadow. On the 

North is a delightful Grove. — Mr. Potter, who, 
in conſideration of his diſtinguiſhed Eminence 
in that Profeſſion, was the firſt Torth- Drawer 
that ever retired from Buſineſs, keeps an hoſpi- 
table Houſe, 'and is always glad to wait upon 
his Friends. 


Although the preſent Edifice be modern, yet 
the Antiquities of this Place are more remark- 
able than is generally ſuppoſed ; as will appear 
ſrom the following learned and entertaining ac- 


count, delivered by Mr. Hearn. 
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« One of the places where the Nuns [of 
Godſtowe] uſed to recreate themſelves was 
Midley, or Medley, a large Houſe between 
Gedſtrwe and Oxford. Being in the midway, 
it thence received the Name. In ſome wri- 
tings, I have ſeen it called the Townler, or 
Townſhip of Midley: whence I gather, that 
there were formerly more houſes than one, Tt 
belonged to Godſtowe, being given to the 
Nunnery in King Henry the Second's Time, 
by Robert de Witham, who had three Daugh- 
ters that were Nuns at God/towe. This Do- 
nation was afterwards confirmed by Vincent de 
Witham, Son to the ſaid Robert. Vincent 
likewiſe gave lands, ſituated in another place, 
to the Nunnery; and this he did, not only 
upon his Father's, but upon his own account, 
he having two Daughters that were Nuns 
there. The Withams were perſons of great 
Note and Diſtinction. Roſamond was well 
acquainted in the family, and received ſignal 
favours from it. She became acquainted there 
by her intereſt with the Nuns of God/towe. The 
ſame acquaintance made the Family reſpected 
by King Henry the Second. It was cuſtomary 
for Roſamond to come to Medley with the 
Nuns, and much mirth paſſed on ſuch occaſions, 
the place being very pieaſantiy ſituated juſt 
« by 


9 

b by the River, and care being taken that no 
« diſturbances ſhould be given to them, when- 
cc ever they had a mind, which in ſummer time 
& was frequent, to ſolace themſelves here. 
There was the more need for preventing ſuch 
« diſturbances, becauſe of the great Concourſe 
cc of Perſons that came from Oxford, and other 
& places, to divert themſelves here, it being 
cc celebrated for it pleaſantneſs as it has been 
« ſince alſo a famous place for recreation in 
« ſummer time: whence it is, that George Wi- 
« thers writes thus, in a Love-Sonnet, printed 
in the Year 1620. 


c In ſummer time to Medley, 
« My Love and I would goe, 
« The Boate-Men there ſtood ready, 
« My Love and I to rowe. 
« For Creame there would we call, 
« For Cakes, for Pruines too ; 
« But now alas {h' as left me! 
« Falero, lero, loo.” '* 


Whether this Place, at preſent be frequented 
by veſtal Virgins, as formerly, I ſhall not un- 
dertake to determine: However it ſtil] retains 


— 


* Hearn, Not, & Spicileg, vt ſupr, pag. 755, 756, 


it 8 


no 
en- 
me 
ere. 
uch 
irſe 
her 
ing 
een 
in 
1 


ted 


( 37 ) 
its original Character, by affording the purpoſes 
of much Mirth, Recreation, and Solace. 


We wonder Mr. Hearn, a few pages after- 
wards, ſhould affirm, that we meet with no re- 
markable Monuments in the neighbouring 
Church Yard of Binſey, or Buſney, except that 
of Mr. Thomas Crutch, who lately lived at Med- 
ly, bore a good character, and is always ſpoken 
of by the Inhabitants of Binſey with particular 
reſpect. [Ut ſupr. pag. 767. ] —However he has 
endeavoured to ſupply this palpable Defect, by 
giving ſome Epitaphs from the NET at 
Headington ; after which he adds, 


% Robert Burton of Highfield lies under this Stone, 
„Who lived at Highfield one hundred years and one. 


Though I have thought this Epitaph worth 
© noting, yet it is nothing near ſo remarkable 
« as that to old Daniel Jones, Clerk of Rixam, 
* who, as he wore a very long Beard (yet no- 
thing near ſo long as that wore by the famous 
« Painter, John Vermeyen, born at Beverwych in 
« Holland, in the year 1500, who was com- 
« monly called John with the great Beard, which 
“ he took great Pride to nouriſh, it being ſo 
long, that though he was tall himſelf, yet he 
could ſtand upright when it touched the 
« ground; I fay as old Daniel Jones had a very 
& Jong Beard) fo he orderded particular care to 

| « he 
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ec be taken of it after his death, ſo as to be VET 
& ried with him. Thus the Epitaph. 


Here under lyeth among theſe Stones, 
„The Beard the Fleſh and eke the Bones, 
« Of Rixam Clerk, old Daniel Jones.” 

Ibid: pag. 763. 

Daniel Jane, as he muſt have derived a vene- 
rable Aſpect, from this comely length of Beard, 
ſo I preſume there was a Gravity in his Carriage, 
and Solemnity in his Character, ſuitable to his 

Calling: Qualities well worthy the Imitation of 

our modern Pariſh Clerks! — But I beg pardon for 
this ſhort Digreſſion, and return to the Subject. 


In purſuing the Courſe of fo delightful a 
River, one might reaſonably have expected to 
find many other - agreeable StATs; but 
being unluckily diſappointed, we muſt conduct 
the Traveller, in his Way to Bienbeim, to 
the. pleaſant Villa of William Ives, Eſq; 
at BEGBROOK. The Houſe is ſmall, but 
ſmug and commodious. The Garden, and it's 
Environs, are adorned with Statues ; the moſt 
ſtriking of which, is Æneas ſupporting his Fa- 
ther Auchiſen. The Proſpect is terminated 8 55 
Kidlington Spire. | 


The Pocket 8 in deſcribing the Gar- 


den at Elfield, afficms with great confidence, 
that 


| = 
that moſt of the Seats in Oxfordſhire may be ſeen 
from this delightful Spot. The Proſpect, I con- 
feſs, is extenſive, various, and beautiful: But 1 
am apt to ſuſpect that Cummer-Hurſt, and other 
Eminencies which bend northward, and are very 
opake bodies, muſt intercept Mr. Lentball's at 
Burford, Blandford Lodge, Lady Wheat's at 
Glympton, Lord Guildford's at Mroxten, Mr. 
Keck's at Great-Tew, Mr. Page's at Nerth-Aftang 
&c. — I cannot apprehend that Shorborne-Caſtle, 
the Seat of Lord Macclesfield, or Lord Harcourt's 
at Newnham, are viſible in the cleareſt Day. Nor 
is it agreed on all hands that Mr. Jhorwood's at 
Holton, and Mr. Schutz's at Shotover, are diſcern- 
ible, even with the help of a Teleſcope- 


The ſame writer indeed, very juſtly remarks, 
that this Garden “ has ſeveral Canals, and Fi/b- 
% ponds, and that it is adorned by it's learned 
«© Owner with many modern antiquities of various 
© Kinds and Countries.” — But as the reader 
cannot collect any clear or diſtin Information 
from ſo general a Detail, I ſhall add, that one 
of the modern antiquities here hinted at, is a 
Druidical Temple, lately erected upon the plan 
of Dr. Stukely. This Temple may be properly 
ſtiled a modern Antiquity, on more accounts 
than one: it is undoubtedly a true Specimen of 


Druidical Architecture, but it is mot unluckily 
ſhaded 
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ſhaded by a Walnut-tree inſtead of an Oak. F 
cannot help mentioning with ſome concern, that 
ſuch an Innovation in the Garden of a real Anti- 
quarian is a bad precedent, and may be attended 
with pernicious Conſequences : although I have 
been informed, that, to palliate the matter, the 
learned Owner has more than once inoculated 
this Walnut Tree with a flip of genuine Welch 
Miſſletoe, but without Effect. As then they 
are incompatible together, I would adviſe him 
either to deſtroy the Temple or the Tree: and 
by this means, in vindication of his character, 
the real truth would appear to the world, whe- 
ther he loves Wallnuts or Antiquity beſt. — In 
a word, was any other modern Antiquarian to 
place a circular Series of Stones, under 7o. 
Pullen's Tree, on Hieddington-Hill, the inconſiſt- 
ency would be obvious to all our young Antiqua- 
rians, who conſtantly viſit it Morning and Af- 
ternoon : notwithſtanding that venerable Elm, 
in conſideration of its learned i 1anter, its Beauty, 
its eminent Situation, academical Connections, 
and other reſpec table Circumſtances, has a 
fairer claim than moſt Trees, to be dignified | 
with Druidical Honours, and be made the 
Repreſentative of an Oat. 


IS. 


